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Gandhiji told them that not the men of Noakhali only
were responsible for all that had happened, but women
too were equally responsible. He asked them all to be
fearless and have faith in God like Draupadi and Sita of
the past.
Gandhiji also asked them to eschew untouchability.
He said that if they still went on disowning the untouch-
ables, more sorrow was in store for them. He asked the
audience to invite a Harijan every day to dine with them.
If they could not do so, they could call a Harijan before
taking a meal and ask him to touch the drinking water
or the food. This, Gandhiji said, would go a long way to
cement the gulf created between different classes of people
by artificial caste barriers. Unless they did penance for
their sins in that way, more calamities and more severe
ones would overtake them all.
Harijan, 26-l-'47
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Q. What is a woman to do when attacked by mis-
creants ? To run away, or resist with violence ? To have
boats in readiness to fly or prepare to defend with
weapons ?
A. My answer to this question is very simple. For me
there can be no preparation for violence. All preparation
must be'for non-violence if courage of the highest type is
to be developed. Violence can only be tolerated as being
preferable always to cowardice. Therefore, I would have
no boats ready for a flight in emergency. For a non-violent
person there is no emergency, but quiet dignified prepara-
tion for death. Hence whether it is a man or a woman,
he or she will defy death even when he or she is unassisted;
for the real assistance is from God. I can preach no other
thing and I am here to practise what I preach. Whether
such an opportunity will occur to me or be given to me
I do not know. If there are women who when assailed by